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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


Last time, I may have spoken prematurely about the pandemic 
ending, While my local clubs are now meeting in person, we have had to 
switch locations because the pandemic closed our original meeting 
place. Hopefully this latest surge will be the last. 


‘At the National Money Show in Colorado Springs in March, I planned 
five exhibits. All displayed some Judaica content, including a new exhibit 
on the designs of Israel’s circulating coins (this is a National Coin Week 
exhibit, which must contain less than $250 worth of material). As the 
Chair of the American Numismatic Association’s Exhibit Committee, I 
would like to share that now is the time to step up if you are interested 
in exhibiting at an ANA show. 


Speaking of Israel trade coins, the Bank of Israel has just issued its first 
truly contemporary circulating commemorative coin, a 5 new shekel with 
gratitude to healthcare workers, As I note in an article on Israel 
denominations in this issue, it is 5 new shekels, not 5 new shekalim, As 
Israel’s economy opens after the pandemic, there may be demand for 
new coins and maybe we'll sce the denominations change on the 1, 2, 
and 10 shekels as well. For type collectors, it will be a new set of coins 
to put in their albums. 


Additionally, please keep an eye out for further communications 
regarding upcoming Zoom lectures that AINA will be offering, 


This issue contains articles on numismatics that reflect the current state 
of events in the world including: an article on Jewish themes on 
Ukrainian coins and banknotes (which is timely given the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine), a piece on Justice Brandeis (relevant as we watch 
Ketanji Brown Jackson’s confirmation hearings for the Supreme Court), 
a discussion of the new change in denominations on Israeli coinage, and 
a short piece on a blessing medallion signed by Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky, 
a revered Haredi rabbi who passed away recently. 


Happy collecting! 
Simcha Kuritzky 


‘THE CURRENCY OF UKRAINE: 
JEWISH THEMES ON UKRAINIAN NUMISMATICS 


By Chaya Sara Oppenheim 


The world has turned its eyes to Eastern Europe over the past few 
weeks, watching the Russian invasion of the independent country of 
Ukraine unfold, Volodymyr Zclensky, the president of Ukraine, has 
been leading his country from the capital city, Kyiv, refusing to flee, 
retreat, or surrender, In his communication with the Western world, he 
has asked for more ammunition and the support to stand his ground, 
repeatedly declaring that Ukrainians will continue to fight. 


President Zelensky speaking during the Russian Invasion of Ukraine 
in March 2022, 


President Volodymyr Zclensky has become an icon, Even though 
Zelensky was a Jewish actor and comedian who had never un for public 
office before becoming the president of Ukraine, his strong leadership 
has vaulted his status to that of an acclaimed hero. However, Zelensky 
never intended—or even desired—to become an idolized figure. In hii 
inaugural address in 2019, Zelensky told his fellow Uktainian politicians: 
“I really do not want my pictures in your offices, for the President is not 
an icon, an idol or a portrait. Hang your kids’ photos instead, and look at 
them each time you are making a decision.” Even though Zelensky 
viewed his role as merely a president fulfilling his duty by serving his 
country, he will never be forgotten, 


Continued 


Continued 


The contributions of Jews to the Ukrainian nation have a long history 
preceding those of President Volodymyr Zelensky. Jews are first 
mentioned to have been living in Kyiv at the beginning of 11" century. 
Surviving shifts in rulership and attacks from Cossacks, the Jewish 
population grew to compose the largest ethnic minority in Ukraine prior 
to World War II. Yiddish was an official language of the Ukrainian 
People’s Republic, which lasted from 1917-1921. Even so, antisemitism 
was horribly rampant, and tens of thousands of Jews were massacred in 
pogroms leading up to the Holocaust. Before WWII, the Jewish 
population in Ukraine was estimated to be about 2,800,000. During the 
Holocaust, the Nazis gunned down more than 33,000 Jews in the Babi 
Yat forest near the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv in just two days. After the 
war, only 840,000 Jews remained, and in 2014, the number of Jews living 
in Ukraine was estimated at about 380,000. 


An important banknote that demonstrates the strong Jewish presence in 
Ukraine prior to WWII was printed by the Ukrainian People’s Republic 
in 1917. The 100 karbovanets banknote included the denomination 
written in Yiddish, which was recognized as an official language due to 
the large number of Jews living in Ukraine. In December of 2017, a 
souvenir banknote of the Central Rada was printed to commemorate the 
centennial anniversary of this currency. 


‘This banknote is a 1917 100 karbovanets that was printed by the Ukrainian 
National Republic. Note the denomination written in Yiddish that reads “hundred 
karbovanets” at the bottom-center of the note. 


5 Continued 


Continued 


‘This souvenir banknote commemorates the 100 karbovanets banknote printed in 
1917. Photo courtesy of Ukrainian Jewish Encounter. 


In November of 2012, a ten hryvnia silver coin was issued to 
commemorate the 320" anniversary of the Synagogue of Zhovkva. The 
synagogue was built in 1692 and is one of the largest Renaissance 
defensive architectural structures built in Europe. The obverse displays a 
small Coat of Arms of Ukraine with the inscription reading 
HALIOHAABHHI BAHK YKPATHH or National Bank of Ukraine 
surrounding the facade of the building, The reverse features the building 
on an ornamental background with the inscription CHHATOLA p wt. 
JKOBKBA which means synagogue in the city of Zhovkva. 


Commemorative medal featuring Synagogue of Zhovkva, Photos courtesy of 
Uktainian Jewish Encounter. 
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In 2009, the National Bank of Ukraine minted a coin in honor of the 
150" birth anniversary of the famous Jewish writer, Sholem Aleichem, 
who lived from 1859-1916. Sholem Aleichem is most celebrated for his 
stories Tevye the Dairyman which led to the famous Fiddler on the Roof—a 
story known all around the world. The obverse of the coin shows a 
portrait of Shalom Aleichem and the reverse depicts his seal. 


‘The commemorative medal of renowned Yiddish writer, Sholem Aleichem. 


Another commemorative coin was issued in 2008 for the Nobel Prize 
physicist, Lev Landau, in honor of the 100" anniversary of his birth. 
From 1932-1937, Lev Landau was the head of the Ukrainian Physical- 
Technical Institute (UFTI)’s theoretical department in Kharkiv, which at 
the time, was the capital of Soviet Ukraine, He also headed the 
department of experimental physics at Kharkiv University in 1935. 
During the Stalinist regime, Landau was arrested in Moscow in 1938. 
While many of his colleagues from the Kharkiv Institute of Physics and 
Technology were arrested and shot, Landau narrowly escaped the death 
sentence, His commemorative coin was issued on a nickel silver two 


huyvia coin. 
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‘This two hryvia coin was issued in honor of Lev Landau, Photos courtesy of 
Ukrainian Jewish Encounter. 


Ilya Mechnikov, who was awarded the Nobel Prize Winner in 
Physiology or Medicine in 1908 for his work on immunity, was also 
honored with a commemorative coin: a two hryvnia nickel silver coin 
minted in 2005 in honor of the 160" anniversary of his birth. Mechnikov 
was born in the Kharkiv province to a Jewish woman named Emilia 
Nevahovich. He graduated from Kharkiv University and worked in 
Odessa. Today, the Odessa National University of Ukraine is named 
after Iya Mechnikov. 


Ilya Mechnikov is commemorated with a two hryvnia nickel silver coin that was 
issued on the 160" anniversary of his birth. Photos courtesy of Ukrainian Jewish 
Encounter. 
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In addition to these famous Ukrainian Jews who have contributed to 
society with their writing and discoveries, the Andrei Sheptytsky Award 
also recognizes individuals who have advanced a strong relationship 
between the Ukrainian and Jewish people. The award is named after 
Andrei Sheptytsky, who led the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church from 
1901 until his death in 1944, During WWII, he saved more than 150 
Jews, hiding some in his own home and arranging refuge for others in 
monasteries. Sheptytsky also wrote a letter called ‘Thou Shalt Not Killin 
November of 1942, urging his fellow Ukrainian clergy against 
cooperating with the Nazi’s murderous policies. The Sheptytsky Award 
is given annually by the Jewish Confederation of Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian Jewish Encounter. 


‘The Sheptytsky Award medal given to an individual who has cultivated a 
productive cooperation between Jews and Ukrainians, Photo courtesy of Ukrainian 
Jewish Encounter. 


The inscription on the Sheptytsky medal reads; Who will champion my 
cause against the wicked? Who will stand up for me against evildoers? 
These important questions last far beyond the scope of the Holocaust 
and WWII, Ukraine now faces an enormous struggle. As millions of 
refugees flee from their homes in cities that are under bombardment, it 
is crucial to remember the history of the country and its people. 


ANTIOCH AND JERUSALEM: 
THE SELEUCIDS AND MACCABEES IN COINS 


By David M. Jacobson 


The 100 years from the outbreak of the Maccabean Rebellion during the 
reign of Antiochus IV of Syria saw the establishment of a sovereign 
Jewish state in the Land of Israel, which ended with the Roman 
intervention into Judean affairs by Pompey the Great in 64 BCE. Our 
information about these events relies on the first two Books of the 
Maccabees, which were rejected from the Jewish biblical canon, but 
retained by the Christian Church, and the writings of the 1" century 
Jewish historian Josephus, again preserved thanks to Christian interest. 


Mattathias the priest and his five sons, of whom Judah the Maccabee is 
the most famous, lit the torch for Jewish independence, and are 
celebrated in the festival of Chanukkah. The struggle continued a series 
of wars and political maneuvers against the rule of the Seleucids, a 
dynasty founded by one of Alexander the Great’s leading generals, 
Seleucus Nikator, Seleucus was party to the carving of the vast empire 
created by Alexander. Simon, the last of the sons of Mattathias, 
established the rival Hasmonacan dynasty, named after some illustrious 
ancestor, called Hashmon, who is otherwise unknown. 


The epic struggle is a complex story, littered with the names of 
numerous Seleucid monarchs and Jewish leaders. In my book, Antioch 
and Jerusalem: The Selencids and Maccabees, introduce the important 
numismatic evidence, which vividly brings this narrative to life, blow by 
blow. Together with the coins are illustrated the major archaeological 
and epigraphic discoveries, which all help to illuminate this watershed 
moment in Jewish history. This sample abstracted ftom Antioch and 
Jerusalem ought to capture its flavor. 


I wind the story back to Antiochus III ‘the Great’, who wrested south 
Syria and the Land of Israel, from his rival, the youthful Ptolemy V, a 
descendant of another of Alexander the Great’s generals, who held sway 
in Egypt. I begin my historical account at this point, around 200 BCE, to 
show that the seeds of the Maccabean revolt were sown that far back. 
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In the next generation Antiochus IV (175-164 BCE), seized the throne 
from his infant nephew, plunging the Seleucid house into dynastic strife 
that tore it apart, which facilitated the Jewish rebellion. Antiochus, who 
was an ardent devotee of Olympian Zeus, tried to impose a standard 
religion and culture on the diverse peoples within his realm, He 
projected himself as Zeus “made manifest” (sheos epiphanes), i.c., as the 
embodiment of Zeus. The all-consuming adulation of the chief Greek 
deity by Antiochus IV, is indelibly stamped onto his coins (see Fig, 1). It 
caused outrage throughout Judaca and made the king a laughingstock, 
even among his own kinsfolk, who gave him the nickname Epimanes 
(“The Mad One”), a play on his epithet, Epiphanes [Polybius, 26.1, 1]. 


In 170 BCE, Ptolemy VI Philometor of Egypt, attempted to regain the 
southern Levant. Antiochus struck back, invaded Egypt and established 
a base in Memphis. A new tival king, Ptolemy VIII Euergetes, brother 
of Ptolemy VI, was proclaimed at Alexandria and Antiochus was forced 
to cut short his expedition and return to Syria in the autumn of 169 
BCE, leaving Ptolemy VI in Egypt as his vassal. 


‘Tetradrachm of Antiochus IV (30 mm) struck in Antioch, bearing his portrait on 
the obverse and the image of Zeus enthroned and the inscription “King Antiochus 
‘Theos Epiphanes, the Victorious”. 


In 168 BCE, Antiochus again invaded Egypt. Outside Alexandria he was 
met by Gaius Popillius Laenas, an envoy of ascendant Rome, who 
ordered him to withdraw. The king prevaricated, whereupon Laenas 
drew round him a line in the sand, and said: “Before you cross this 
circle, I require from you a reply for the Roman senate”. Appreciating 
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the threat of a war with Rome, Antiochus promised to withdraw. This 
game changing encounter is referred to in the Book of Daniel (11.30). 


A series of coins imitating Ptolemaic bronzes—but bearing the name 
and epithets of Antiochus IV—was minted, probably in Antioch (they 
are mostly found in Syria). They must have been intended for circulation 
in Egypt in the wake of an anticipated Seleucid conquest of the 
Ptolemaic kingdom, suggesting that the invasion was well-planned. 


Antiochus IV: Bronze hemidrachm (34 mm), 169- 168 BCE, Struck in Antioch 

for his Egyptian campaign, showing Zeus with the features of Antiochus on the 

obverse, The reverse portrays an eagle on a thunderbolt (emblem of Zeus) and 
inscription “Of King Antiochus Theos Epiphanes”” 


Ptolemy V: Bronze hemidrachm (31 mm), Alexandreia mint, Struck ¢. 204 BC. 
Similar design and inscription “Of King Ptolemy”. CNG 76, Lot: 888. 


On his return to Syria from his 2nd Egyptian campaign, Antiochus 
stopped off in Jerusalem and proceeded to plunder the Temple and 
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massacre the inhabitants, precipitating the Maccabean uprising, 
‘Antiochus IV died while campaigning in the East against the Parthians. 


Following a series of stunning battles, shortly after the accession of his 
son, Antiochus V (164-162 BCE), Judah the Maccabee entered 
Jerusalem at the head of his army, without much opposition. He and his 
followers immediately restored and cleansed the Temple, renewing 
services there on the 25th of Kislev (14 December, 164 BCE). 


‘At the battle of Beth-Zechariah (162 BCE), south of Bethlehem, Eleazar 
was killed in battle, fighting a Seleucid army led by Antiochus V and his 
regent, Lysias. 


AR tetradrachm, Antioch mint. ‘The obverse bears the portrait of Antiochus V and 
the reverse, a depiction of a cult statue of Zeus with the inscription “King 
Antiochus Eupator’. The epithet Eupator (“of a noble father”) is a reference to 
Antiochus IV. The promotion of the cult of the Olympian Zeus, represented on 
the reverse of this coin, was faithfully continued by Antiochus V. 


In 162 BCE, Demetrius, son of Seleucus IV, the eldest brother of 
Antiochus IV, turned up in Syria, having managed to slip out of Rome, 
where he had been held hostage. The Scleucid army soon handed over 
Antiochus V and Lysias, who were killed. Ascending the Seleucid throne 
as Demetrius I Soter (162-150 BCE), he sent his general Bacchides with 
an army to Judaea, In the battle of Elasa (161/0 BCE), Bacchides 
resoundingly defeated Judah the Maccabee, who was killed together with 
many of his loyal followers. Judah was succeeded as Maccabean leader 
by his brother, Jonathan (c, 160 - 143/2 BCE). 
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AR tetradrachm, marked with year SE. 160 = 153/152 BCE (Antioch mint). Tyche 
on his coinage refers to Demetrius’ his good fortune in his meteoric rise from a 
hostage in Rome to sovereign of the Seleucid kingdom. The accompanying 
inscription reads “King Demetrius Soter (“the saviour”). 


Less than decade later, Demetrius I Soter met his match at the hands of 
Ptolemy VI, who had continued to nurse his grudge against his Seleucid 
rivals and sought ways of destabilizing their kingdom. A man of dubious 
origin, Alexander Balas (derived from “Ba’al”, meaning Lord), was put 
forward as a ‘lost’ son of Antiochus IV by Ptolemy VI. After 2 years of 
campaigning with Ptolemaic support, Alexander was victorious, killing 
Demetrius Soter in battle in 150 BCE. 


‘A marriage alliance between the Scleucid pretender, Alexander Balas, 
and Ptolemy VI Philometor of Egypt was made in 150 BCE, with a 
grand royal wedding between Balas and Cleopatra Thea held with pomp 
at Ake-Ptolemais (Akko). 


Jonathan was invited to the wedding, and he arrived in time for the 
wedding banquet. He brought presents for both kings and was asked to 
sit between them as their equal. Alexander Balas even wrapped him in 
his own royal robe. Balas appointed Jonathan sérafegos (general) and 
meridarches (tributary rulet) of the Seleucid kingdom and sent him back 
with honors to Jerusalem [1 Macc. 10.60-66]. 


4 Continued 


Continued 


AR Tetradrachm of Alexander Balas, Wedding commemorative issue featuring a 
double porteait of Alexander and Cleopatra Thea (Ake-Ptolemais mint). Cleopatra 
is wearing a modius (grain measure) headdress, symbolizing the agricultural wealth 

of Egypt, while the cornucopia behind the couple looks forward to the fecundity 

of their union, ‘The reverse shows a cult statue of Zeus, the patron deity of 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes, while the accompanying inscription reads “Of King 
Alexander the divinely fathered benefactor”. That refers to Alexander's claim to be 
a son of the deified Antiochus IV. NAC Auction 29, Lot 220, 


‘Asa parvenu, Alexander needed as much support as he could get, which 
is the reason why he conciliated Jonathan, So ironically, he and his 
Hasmonaean successors now found themselves as players of Hellenistic 
power politics and supporters of the legitimacy of the “bloodline” of 
Antiochus IV Epipahes. Only a generation later, they too, were styling 
themselves kings. During Alexander’s reign, the Maccabean territory 
expanded, and it acquired its first port at Jaffa (Joppa). 


It did not take long for Ptolemy VI to tite of Alexander Balas as his 
protégé and switch his patronage to Demetrius II, a son of Demetrius I 
Soter. Alexander was toppled from the Seleucid throne in 145 BCE. 
Jonathan was reluctantly obliged to switch his allegiance, The saga of 
dissention and intrigue continued to plague the Seleucid monarchy, 
which would lead to its demise, allowing the Hasmonaean state to briefly 
enjoy its own moment in the sun. But that is another story. 


‘THE HOLY LAND OF ISRAEL MEDAL 


By Vladimir Bernshtam 


The “Holy Land of Israel” medal was first awarded on September the 
fifth 2018 at a conference honoring the seventieth anniversary of the 
state of Israel, held at the Weizmann Institute of Science. This 
conference was organized by the Research Centre for Russian Jews 
abroad and in Israel, the Weizmann Institute of Science, the House of 
Scientists and Experts of Rehovot, and the online internet magazine 
“Science and Life of Israel”. 


This medal, shown below, was awarded by the Internet magazine 
“Science and Life of Israel” to show its appreciation to its most active 
contributors as well as to the friends of the magazine. The editor-in- 
chief and publisher of the magazine, Professor Alexander Zabuty, is 
responsible for the initiative, as well as for the funding, ‘The online 
magazine, which is entirely written in Russian, was founded in 2013 and 
has published many articles dealing with science and public life in Isracl. 


The awardee was also given a diploma. The organizers of the event 
intend to hand out this medal once every three years. 


‘The medals presented at the conference were made in Ashkelon from yellow 

silver-plated brass, 30 such medals were produced. ‘The diameter of the meda 

30 mm and its thickness 2 mm. Pictures provided courtesy of Professor Alexander 
Zabuty. 
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MEDALS OF LOUIS DEMBITZ BRANDEIS 
AN AMERICAN JEWISH ICON 


By Ira Rezak 


A medallic portrait implicitly lays claim to representing its subject in a 
long-lasting format. Ever since imperial Roman portraiture on coins 
became the prototype for Renaissance medals, such images have aspired 
to present the individual formally, typically displaying gravitas, 


uccess 


Judgement about a given medal’s artistic quality, however, or its 
in conveying likeness ot the subject’s character is necessarily highly 
subjective. In fact, in the usual case where the viewer has never met the 
person depicted nor learned much about his life, there would seem to be 
little basis for objectivity in assessing his appearance as rendered. 


Nevertheless, it is probably true that most observers of medallic 
portraits form some judgement as to whether they like, dislike or, 
perhaps, are indifferent to the individual whose image is reflected before 
them, Clearly, when a portrait is anonymous, the experience and 
psychology of the viewer will be the primary influences in such 
appreciation, 


But, where the subject is named as is often the case in medallic art, and 
especially where the name and career are known in some detail, the 
reception of the portrait will additionally depend upon the degree to 
which the art confirms or conflicts with the viewer's pre-held 
impressions of that individual. 


These thoughts occur in considering some medallic portraits of Louis 
Dembitz Brandeis (1856-1941), relating as they do to such questions 
do they add to an appreciation of his life story, and if so, how? 


Brandeis is famous as one of the greatest justices ever to have served on 
the United States Supreme Court, one who advocated effectively for the 
interests of the general public, for unions in opposition to corporate 
power, and who was largely responsible for establishing the notion of 
privacy in American jurisprudence. He was the first Jew appointed to the 
Court and, exceptionally for his time and status, was a tireless advocate 
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for Zionism. Above all, Brandcis was recognized as a paragon of ethical 
public service both in his private practice as a corporation lawyer and in 
his later judicial career, 


Louis D. Brandeis (courtesy of Brandeis University), 


Louis David Brandeis was born before the Civil War to prosperous 
Jewish parents who had immigrated to Louisville, Kentucky from 
Prague. Significantly, they had emigrated from the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire in the aftermath of the revolution of 1848 in part because of 
their liberal sympathies and had become abolitionists in their new 
political environment. They also had an unusual Jewish background— 
their families over several generations had been Frankist sectarians, 
followers of Jacob Frank (1726-1791), a self-proclaimed messiah who 
considered himself the re-incarnation of Sabbatai Zvi (1626-1676). 


In America, however, Brandeis’: 


parents, and the future justice as well, 
though always considering themselves Jews, did not observe the Sabbath 
ot Jewish holidays, and indeed celebrated Christmas as a secular festival. 
However, Louis Brandeis had a maternal uncle, Lewis Naphtali Dembitz 


18 Continued 


Continued 


(1833-1907), to whom the young Louis remained closely attached, who 
also lived in Louisville and was both a traditionally observant Jew and a 
distinguished Jewish scholar. In fact, as an adult, Brandeis adopted his 
uncle’s name, Dembitz, as his own middle name in tribute to this uncle’s 
influence and support. 


Louis was a brilliant student from an early age. He studied in Louisville 
and then for two years in Dresden, Germany before entering Harvard 
Law School from which he graduated first in his class after only one year 
in 1876. He settled thereafter in Boston where, together with a fellow 
graduate, Samuel D. Warren who had powerful local family connections, 
he founded a law practice that remains active and prestigious to the 
present day. Brandeis became highly successful as a corporate lawyer, 
but contrary to the expected stereotype, he adhered to an unusually high 
ethical standard in keeping with which he accepted to represent only 
those cases where he believed that the corporation’s posture was fair. 


He became more and more generally concerned that “the public” was 
not adequately represented legally in matters before both courts and 
legislatures and for decades spent half of his time advocating for what he 
saw as communal interests and rights. In the course of three decades of 
his private practice, Brandeis opposed and defeated J. P. Morgan’s 
attempt to establish a monopoly over public transportation in New 
England, outflanked insurance industry practices by convincing 
legislatures to allow Savings Bank based life insurance, and effectively 
defended the right of workers to unionize despite the bitter resistance of 
large industrial entities. 


In addition, early in his career, he publicly advocated for, virtually 
inventing, the concept of a “right to privacy”, something never before 
specified in United States law. He became known as “the People’s 
Lawyer” and was drawn into progressive politics, in the process shifting 
his allegiance from the Republican Party headed by William Howard 
Taft to the Democratic Party of Woodrow Wilson whose position, like 
Brandeis’s, was opposed to the concentrated power of corporations and 
trusts. 


Having strongly supported Wilson’s election in 1912, Brandeis was 
nominated by the President to a Supreme Court position as Associate 
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Justice in January 1916. Establishment opposition to his appointment 
was swift and determined because of both Brandeis’s ideology and his 
Judaism, but he received strong support, as well. Confirmation of 
Supreme Court justices, heretofore accomplished by a low-key pro 
forma vote in the US Senate consequently required, for the first time 
ever, an open public heating format, In the event, Brandeis was 
confirmed by a largely partisan split vote, support coming almost 
exclusively from the majority of Democratic senators and opposition 
largely from Republicans. 


From 1916-1939, while in the liberal minority of a strongly conservative 
Court, Brandeis was influential in supporting and articulating many 
important principles. Prominent among these were the stability of the 
law over time based on past practice, so-called, “stare decisis”, the 
boundaries of executive power relative to that of the Congress, and an 
understanding of the First Amendment as ensuring a right to free speech 
though also subject to practical limitations in order to protect the public 
from intrusions on theit privacy. 


‘Though raised in an upper middle class home and enjoying life-long 
financial security by virtue of his successful private legal practice, 
Brandeis was moved by the situation of the poor, and especially of 
immigrant workers of the early 20" century, often Jews. His awareness 
of their circumstances and concerns led him to support unionism and 
free speech, and also sensitized him to Zionism at a time when rich 
members of the Jewish establishment largely opposed this movement. 
From 1914-1918, he was the de facto head of the American Zionist 
movement and, though he had a falling out with Chaim Weitzman in 
1919, remained for the rest of his life a strong supporter of the Zionist 
movement both politically and financially. 


However, he argued that Zionist advocacy in no way interfered with 
American patriotism, that fears about “dual loyalty” were unfounded. 
This public assertion, with his personal practice and reputation to back it 
up, were of signal importance in American public discourse during the 
1930s and 1940s when initially America First nativism, then World War 
II, and then the founding of Israel caused many gentiles to question 
Jewish devotion to Americanism. 
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‘After his death in 1941 at 84 years of age, Louis Dembitz Brandeis was 
commemorated in many ways both by the Jewish community, as 
perhaps the most exemplary of Jewish-Americans, but also by the public 
at large. The campus of Middlesex University in Massachusetts, 
previously a medical and veterinary school, became the site of Brandeis 
University in 1948 and has since become a much expanded and 
prestigious institution, at once decidedly non-sectarian but especially 
attractive for Jewish students and faculty, Dozens of schools, 
associations, and awards similarly bear the Brandeis name. 


Brandeis University. uniface. Bronze. 39 mm. 


‘A number of medals are among the memorials to the man who even 
during his lifetime had been hailed as a prophet, and called “Elijah”, 
“Moses”, and “Daniel” in Jewish publications, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt referred to Brandeis as “Isaiah” and he was even cited by 
gentiles as “the greatest Jew since Jesus Christ”, Can a medallic portrait 
enhance or even encompass such a personality; what criteria might be 
available to answer such questions? 


The earliest and most impressive bas-telief portrait of Brandeis is a 
medallion made by Alexander Portnoff (1887-1949), a Russian-Jewish 
immigrant born in Tomashpoll (today Tomashpil in Ukraine) but then 
living in Philadelphia. Dated and modelled in 1916 it is finely cast and 
some 10 2 inches in diameter. Though seemingly never previously 
published, a copy is described in a National Portrait Gallery listing as 
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present in the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts; the image illustrated 
here is of another specimen in a New York private collection. It is 
unclear whether this medallion was commissioned or whether it was 
simply created at the artist’s own initiative, What can be said about this 
portrait? 


‘The medal on the left is a Louis D. Brandeis medallion, 1916. (Alexander 
Portnoff) uniface. Bronze Cast. 270 mm. orientation A. 
‘The medal on the right is another Louis D. Brandeis medallion, 1916. 
(Alexander Portnoff) uniface. Bronze Cast. 270 mm. orientation B. 


The justice, shown in profile, is judicially robed; appearing reflective he 
appears pethaps a bit younger than his sixty years, though he does have 
a few strategically placed furrows around his mouth and eyes. 


Positioning a round medal with the sitter in a proper relationship to the 
correct vertical axis is somewhat arbitrary. In this instance, one might 
judge the proper horizontal to be determined by aligning the beginning 
and end of the circumferential text, or the two upper ends of the wreath; 
alternatively, one might use the artist’s initials horizontally placed to 
determine the proper orientation, In cither case, Brandcis’s head in 
Portnoff’s version has a slight downward tilt, a posture often associated 
with humility ot modesty; one might possibly consider the pose 
deliberately Lincolnesque. 


Interestingly, an article in the American Jewish Chronicle of 1917 by the 
later well-known screenwriter, Herman J Mankiewicz (1897-1953), 
records that Portnoff believed his artistic goal was to capture a sitter’s 
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individuality. Mankiewicz states his personal opinion that “photographic 
likeness in detail is not always to be commended in the true artist, 
particularly when he deals with the plastic arts”. He adds, however, that 
Portnoff’s Brandeis medal conveys “the impression of strong 
individuality”, an achievement he considers particularly admirable in 
view of the fact that “the relief of Brandeis was done without a sitting 
for the artist”. This latter assertion suggests that Portnoff likely 
produced this work on his own initiative rather than as a commissioned 
work, 


Almost certainly, the artist had access to a 1915 photo of Brandeis that 
presents him in a similar posture to that on the medal, It seems hard to 
avoid the conclusion that any impression this medal makes upon the 
viewer, as perhaps many works of art also do, will owe a good deal more 
to its conception by the artist than to actual similarity to the visage of 
the subject portrayed. 


Louis D, Brandeis photograph 1915 (courtesy Brandeis University). 


This is not news in matters of portraiture, but it does speak to the 
question of whether in viewing this image we learn more about the 
personality and character of the sitter than would be available from 
reading his story textually. Since this artist never modelled the individual 
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directly, his main purpose would scem to have been a translation of the 
subject’s story at the time of his judicial promotion into an image using 
information and skills at his disposal. 


Another portrait, this of Brandeis’s head only, is a heavy bronze cast 
wall plaque for the Brandeis Lawyers Society, a Philadeiphia-based 
organization formed soon after the justice’s death. 9 Y» by 7 inches, it 
bears the initials of Gilroy Roberts (1905-1992) who, like Portnoff, was 
based in Philadelphia where he had also been born, had worked at the 
US Mint since 1936, and where he became Chief Engraver in 1948. This 
undated plaque was most probably commissioned very soon after 
Brandeis’s death and was likely also based on a photo, perhaps even the 
same one presumably used by Portnoff. The head is again recognizable, 
slightly inclined forward, but here with a somewhat more seriously 
wrinkled brow and more detailed treatment of the hair; lacking judicial 
robes, it presents an image more intense but somewhat abstract, less 
formal or monumental. 


Brandeis Lawyers Society plaque ¢ 1941 Gilroy Roberts) 
Bronze Cast, 245x175 mm, 
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Louis D. Brandeis Award. American Zionist Council. 1961 (Gilroy Roberts) 
uniface, Bronze 75 mm, 


Roberts made a second portrait of Brandeis, privately, in 1961, this to be 
struck at the Medallic Art Company as a three-inch bronze uniface 
medal and to serve as the Louis D. Brandeis Award of the American 
Zionist Council. Unlike the two foregoing larger casts, this medal shows 
the subject in a front-facing pose, a view much more typical of Brandeis 
photographic portraits than the perspective of his profile. This image is 
far livelier than those previously described, with the subject’s eyes alert 
and his raised brows and upturned mouth margins projecting a level of 
energetic engagement with the viewer not found in most photos of 
Brandeis taken in his older years. 


Louis D Brandeis photograph ¢ 1916. 
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Dick Johnson is cited as believing that Gilroy Roberts designed the 
obverse of yet another medal, this officially struck in 1956 at the US 
Mint in Philadelphia to commemorate the centennial of Brandeis’s birth. 
This attribution, however, seems doubtful both because Roberts 
customarily signed his work and because this medal clearly shows the 
initials E.v.H on the truncation of the head. These initials are those of 
Engelhardus von Hebel (1892-1987), a Dutch immigrant who worked at 
the Mint at this time, In any case, this portrait presents its subject much 
less dramatically, in profile and very low relief. 


Louis D Brandeis Centennial 1956 (Engelhardus von Hebel) Bronze 40 mm, 


‘A medal prepared by Gerta Wiener (1898-2000) in 1971 for the Jewish 
American Hall of Fame series once again features a profile view of 
Brandeis’s head, possibly again based on the same photograph used by 
earlier sculptors. Here the treatment of the sitter’s hair is more 
impressionistic than detailed and the artist has turned up the edges of 
the subject’s mouth slightly suggesting a smile. 
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Justice Louis D. Brandeis 1971 Gerta Wiener) Jewish-American Hall of Fame. 
Bronze 43x44 mm. 


Another portrait from about the same period by Karen Worth, was 
created for the Franklin Mint History of the Jews in America (1971- 
1978) and struck in low relief with proof surfaces as is usual for this 
series, This image presents a decidedly bolder facing view of its subject, 
one characterized by a profusion of facial creases never apparent on any 
known photograph of Brandeis. The artist has added a rising sun motive 
as background. 


Louis D. Brandeis 1971 (Karen Worth) Franklin Mint History of Jews in 
America, Silver 39 n 
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Louis D, Brandeis 1976 Jewish-American. Bronze 45 mm, 


‘A third medal, this fashioned anonymously for Presidential Art Medals, 
labels Brandeis as a “Jewish-American” for a series issued during the US 
Bicentennial year, 1976. It presents the justice’s head frontally, in high 
relief, in a bold, relatively youthful portrait, quite different from earlier 
imagery but apparently once again based on a known photograph. 
Almost certainly, there are still other medals of Brandeis created as 
commemoratives, awards, or as specimens in the many collector- 
oriented issues characteristic of the 1970s. 


Louis D. Brandeis photograph ND (c 1930) (courtesy Brandeis University). 
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The question of how these medallic portraits interact with the well- 
documented history and personality of Louis Brandeis of course echoes 
similar interrogations of portraiture in general: Does the picture ot 

the text present the more faithful portrait? Has an artistic representation 
added significantly to an understanding of nature of the person 
portrayed, or is its impact on the viewer primarily dependent on pre- 
knowledge of the subject’s character and life trajectory? How is one to 
compare and evaluate the multiple depictions of a particular individual? 


Much has been written on such issues with specific reference to painted 
portraits, to sculpture in the round, and to those rendered in bas-relief. 
The present author does not seck to offer learned commentary on such 
matters. Nevertheless, having briefly outlined Brandcis’s life above and 
referenced the medals made in his honor, a few highly personal 
observations seem at least to be worth considering. 


Art created without access to the subject depicted inevitably lacks one 
major claim to so-called objectivity — direct observation. All art is of 
course influenced by an artist’s individual experience and filtered 
through his personal skill set, as well being often informed by external 
information about his subject. In the absence of personal artistic contact 
with the person portrayed, though, the accuracy and indeed authenticity 
of a portrait and especially of its depiction of character must remain 
questionable. 


In the case of the Brandeis medals, all seem clearly to have been based 
on photographic media, and presumptively intended to favorably 
commemorate a man whose character was closely tied up with his 
sterling reputation. General pictorial similarity between the various 
images based on photographic antecedents was to be expected, as was 
also recourse to artistic conventions that project the dignity of this man’s 
status as a judicial hero. That different artists chose to signal somewhat 
similar attributes surely reflects their pre-knowledge of Brandeis’s 
eminence and of those particular elements of his personality that the 
patrons and consumers of these images would have expected to see 
expressed. 


29 Continued 


Continued 


The distinguishing stylistic features presented by these few artists, 
however, seem more likely to be attributable to their own individual 
training and technique than to particular readings of his character, One 
imagines that viewers, too, likewise, will tend to appreciate these portrait 
medals based mote upon their own pre-determined aesthetic tastes and 
their knowledge of the subject’s history and of his times than on his 
image per se. Since it is hard to infer objectivity on the part of the artists 
and avoidance of expectation on the part of informed viewers, 
subjectivity seems very likely to have had the preponderant role both in 
the creation of and the probable reaction to the portraiture in these 
circumstances. 


Brandeis University Creative Arts Award 1957 (Peter Grippe) Bronze 75 mm. 


However, the reflections above are not intended to suggest that no 
purpose may be served by portraits not modelled directly from live 
subjects, or specifically by those on post-mortem medals. Thought and 
vision function reciprocally, each serving to trigger and modulate the 
other sense, both immediately and retrospectively. In that sense they 
complement and entich appreciation rather than necessarily being 
competitors for primacy or authenticity. Furthermore, subjectivity, 
though seemingly antithetical to theoretically objective portraiture, offers 
a complexity that challenges the presumptively ideal conceptions of a 
superficial reality and authoritative history, Artistry, like other forms of 
interpretation, may be provocative ot reassuring, but by stimulating 
uncertainty rather than confirming prejudice in thought, it has long been 
valued in circumspect judgement. 
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The conjuring of some semblance of individuals no longer among the 
living is a characteristic human desire. ‘The medal in hand with its heft 
and its three-dimensional form adds a distinctive sensory dimension to 
any personal experience of other human beings no longer present. 
Portraiture by enriching visual aspects of imagination and especially 
when enhanced by a palpable simulacrum of its subject’s presence, 
underlies the signal commemorative capacity of medals. 1) 
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REFLECTIONS ON COLLECTING ISRAELI AND 
JEWISH NUMISMATICS FOR 50 YEARS, PART IT 


by Aaron Oppenheim 


In the previous portion of this article, I wrote about my earliest 
reflections on collecting and some of the various personalities that I met 
along the way as a result of my grandfather, who was my greatest 
numismatic influence, In this portion, Iwill continue that story. 


Jerusalem’s Mayor, Teddy Kollek 


When I was about ten years old, I had the good fortune to be put in 
contact with Jerusalem’s Mayor Teddy Kollek, Teddy Kollek is known 
not only as Jerusalem’s mayor for 28 years, but as an avid collector of 
Israel archaeology and numismatics, too. He presided even before the 
1967 Six Day War when Istael regained the Old City of Jerusalem, and 
he is credited with modernizing the capital of Israel. He expanded 
cultural projects including the Israel Museum. His signature graces 
several varieties of the rare Jerusalem Mayor’s Award Medals issued by 
the Israel Government in 1969 for presentation purposes, not sold to 
the public, 


Jerusalem Mayor's Presentation Medal signed by Teddy Kollek in Hebrew, issued 
by the Israel Government in 1969. 
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Thad the good fortune to receive a note directly from him, of course as 
a result of my grandfather's contact. 


— 


ra er 


Mazer 3, 1968) 
ex, Aavon Claude Oppeahein 

66 overlook Terrace 

Now York, H.¥s 10040 


1 Just received a copy of the photographs which appeared in the December 6th 
Goin lorld together with a description of your collection, 


ty personal hobby 1s also nupisesties and T au happy to see that you have 
taton such a strong interest at such an early age, Hy warmest wishes for the 
Guecessfol contimnation oF your iavolveaust in thie field. 


vith Kind regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


weal aoe 


b) 


‘Tealy Kotle) 


Letter from Mayor Teddy Kolleke 
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Museum Founder & Curator Dr Arie Kindler 


‘Arie Kindler is an important name in the arena of ancient Israel coinage 
for his work as a researcher, author, and curator, He was instrumental in 
the creation and building of the Kadman Numismatic Museum in Tel 
Aviv, Istael. Starting with namesake Leo Kadman’s collection of 2,000 
coins, he added his own in addition to 80,000 coins to build the 
museum’s collection in its effort to portray the history of money in the 
Holy Land. 


The museum was named after Leo Kadman, one of the founders of the 
Israel Numismatic Society in 1945. The group’s members were 
instrumental for proposing design motifs on Istael’s early coinage, using 
elements from Ancient Jewish coins as found on Maccabean coins and 
the First and Second (also known as Bar Kochba) Jewish Revolts 
against Rome. Arie Kindler has written on the subject in an article 
entitled “The History of the Isracl Numismatic Society.” 


Israel Numismatic Society’s 20 Year Anniversary Medal of 1965 
features a Bar Kochba small bronze coin with ‘Jerusalem’ around palm tree. 


Official Medal Issued by the Israel Government 
celebrating the opening of the Kadman Numismatic Museum in 1962. 
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ayyaee> yetp yaene Tel-Aviv, 20.0.66 
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ce Ae. Opens 
be Prec 
Sie toon 3 
eee Pe 


Dear Aharon, 


Fou your grandfather you vill receive a medal of the Taracl Nuniamatio 
ety which 1 allow mpself to presént you ; to add Just another specimen 
jecti an, 


With kindest regarda I romsiny 


ee PE slot 
ase aner 
( Director ) 


TEL AVIV, NEAR RAMAT-AVIY » PHONE 446m tnbo + 2 
PO, le ISUAEL 


navy een 
vo sm 


Letter from Arie Kindler along with gift of the INS medal pictured above. 
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Coin and Medal Sculptor Paul Vincze 

One of the most prolific sculptors of the 20" century was Paul Vincze. 
He designed coinage for various countries including the United 
Kingdom and was commissioned by the Israel Government and private 
medal firms to produce many Jewish related medals. His style is instantly 
recognizable, reminiscent of a classical artistic style, with legends in a 
uniform font, His series of Jewish history medals produced for private 
Israeli mint Isnumat often feature a bonus: ancient Jewish coins as part 
of the medal’s designs, Check out the signature of one the world’s 
greatest medalists! 


Jewish Temple, Temple Mount, and Western Wall medal designed by Paul Vineze. 
Incorporates ancient prutah coin attributed to 
Hasmonean King of Judea Mattathias Antigonus 40-37 BCE, showing Temple 
menorah, issued by Isnumat. 


Paul Vineze was in communication with my grandfather, who updated 
him on how his grandson was progressing with the development of his 
numismatic interests. Here is the letter that my grandfather received 
from him: 
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PAUL VINCZE, F.R. 
‘Seulptor Medallist 
$ ROBETT STUDIOS 

FLOOD STREET, CHELSEA 
LONDON, 8.0.3 
Flaxman 3975 


8th November, 1968. 


Mr. M. Frankenhuis, 
221 West 82nd Strect, 
New York 2h, N.¥., U.S.A. 


Dear Mr. Frankenhuis, 


Thank you for your letter and enclosures, which 
was forwarded to me to the South of France where I am 
staying at the moment. 


I am sorry that i have missed you when you 
were in London, I hope to meet you when you next 
come over, either in London or in South of France, 
our address thoro ist 

Cantarella, 

56, Avenue du 3 Septembre, 

06, Cap d'Ail, A.-M., France. 
Tel. 06 8, 85 

I am pleased to hear that your grandson is 
following your footatep and already is quite a serious 
co! iotor. Iam sending him ea re-print of an illus- 
trated article about my works, which I thought he may 
like to have, Perhaps you will bring hin over during 
one of your visits. 


Yours sincerely, 


Letter from Paul Vineze. 
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Jacques & Hans Schulman 


Jacques Schulman owned a five-generation coin business in the 
Netherlands. His shop was an important resource in my grandfather’s 
time since before the war. His cousin, Hans Schulman, came to New 
York and operated his coin store and public auctions (for some years 
with Abner Kreisberg) and was a frequent stop for my grandfather and 
me when coin shops were cozier to visit than today. When my 
grandfather commissioned the “Tribute to the Six Million Martyrs” 
medallion to memorialize the victims of the Holocaust, medals were sold 
out at Schulman’s and Stacks’ coin stores within a few days. 


Maurice Frankenhuis (left), with Hans Schulman (right) at storefront display 
indow with the Frankenhuis Collection “Tribute to the Six Million’ galvano and 
medal (1967) 


38 Continued 


Continued 


Jacques Schulman ny. 


NUMISMAAT 


Keizersgrache 448 « Amsterdam, 


Foy 0 966 
Rerng  fipertesin 


$6 CrsiaoeTetere te 
we Kool - 
Tee - Gor tae 
Bh Reon 
+ Prone father Moser — Pron hrvhegr of — 
dithy eos pecs oD Knee kim yore) wore ema ha 
a pede foot yon SF bape thal Fook 
pet Kass yor ferrenaety as week ra ~~ 
S har thal oper are Wrz muat enbrcntes oe 
padedl) daa epee Poa) eee 
reloaded metal wheb pin fro father wre 
ease wilt hin to gece ere 


a apes 


ee 
mt Gari = 


Letter from Jacques Schulman, coin dealer in the Netherlands. 


To be continued... 
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CHANGES IN ISRAEL’S DENOMINATIONS 
ON CURRENCY 


By Simcha Kuritzky, NLG 


‘A special edition of coinage was released at the end of 2021 by the 
Israeli government in honor of the medical teams who worked during 
the coronavirus pandemic. This coin features a new transcription of the 
Hebrew shkalim khadashim, Instead of translating the Hebrew as “NEW 
SHEKALIM”, the English inscription reads: “NEW SHEKELS”, 
adopting an Anglicized version of the amount. 


‘The new 5-shekel coin says “NEW SHEKELS” as opposed to the old 
“NEW SHEKALIM”. 


One often overlooked aspect of Istael’s money system are the 
denominations. The monetary reforms highlight major changes in the 
denominations, but there are more subtle changes to coins and notes 
that have occurred over time. 


‘Modern Istael’s money started with the British conquest of the Holy 
Land near the end of World War One. The British used the Egyptian 
Expeditionary Force (EEF) for the invasion, and they brought with 
them coins issued under the Sultinate of Egypt, a British protectorate. 
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The 1916-17 Egyptian coinage was bilingual, in French and Arabic. One 
thousand milliemes equaled one hundred piastres (called ginush in 
Arabic), which equaled a pound (called guniah or guinea in Arabic). In 
England, a guinea was set at 21 shillings or 1.05 pounds in 1816. The 
Egyptian pound was half-way in-between: 975 Egyptian mils equaled 
one British pound sterling. 


The first change in denomination occurred in 1920 when Fuad I became 
Sultan, The new coinage in his name changed girush to ghrush, and this 
entered Hebrew usage as grush or gush Mitzrayim since Egyptian coins 
were legal tender in the Palestine Mandate from 1920 to 1927. Egypt 
changed back to girush with the ascension of Farouk in 1936. The Jews 
called the Egyptian pound lirah Mitzrayim. 


In 1927, the Palestine Currency Board (PCB) demonetized Egyptian 
coins and banknotes and introduced their own, only this time the pound 
was equal to the pound sterling, The coins were all denominated in mils. 
In English, only the one mil used the singular form and the two through 
hundred used mils. In Arabic and Hebrew, mil was used on the one, 
twenty, fifty, and hundred; while the two, five and ten used smilim in 
Hebrew and milat in Arabic (the Arabic is transliterated, pronunciation 
varies, and Arabs pronounce letters they don’t actually write). The 
Hebrew agrees with the Biblical usage where large plurals use the 
singular form. 


The banknotes are more peculiar. In English, the denomination is 
Palestine Pound with all plurals Palestine Pounds. The Arabic singular, 
used on the one and hundred, is jumua Filastin, the five and ten use 

junyahat Filastinit, while the fifty uses junyaha Filastiniya, Note the 

difference in the first letter: Egyptians pronounce the jime as a hard G 
but the rest of the Arab world pronounces it as a soft G or English J. 
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The Hebrew singular is actually the Yiddish fit Palestini El, with the five 
and ten using the hybrid plural fiunti Palestiniyim El, and the fifty and 
hundred using fmt Palestiniyim El. The adjectives retain the plural form 
while the noun goes back to singular in large plurals. El, of course, is the 
abbreviation for Evefz Israel, Land of Israel. Because they had identical 
values, the 50 mils were sometimes referred to as a shilling, 


25 mil. 


Shortly after Israel declared her independence, she started striking 
aluminum coins and had notes printed in the name of the Zionist 
Organization’s Anglo-Palestine Bank (founded in 1902), The coins had 
the denomination in Hebrew and Arabic as 25 mil, no English. The 
banknotes transliterated the authoritative name in Hebrew as Bank 
Anglo-Palestina, buat the denomination as lira EI (plural dit EI). The 50 
pounds uses the same plural form as the five and ten pounds. The 
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Arabic used the same denominations as those notes issued by the PCB. 
New coins were ordered from England which arrived in 1949 and 1950, 
using the ancient denomination prifa. These were in Hebrew; there was 
no English and the only Arabic was the state name. In 1957, new 
designs of the ten prufof were issued that used the proper plural form 
pratot, but the 5 and 10 prutot dated 1949 and 1952 used the singular 
form prita. 


One prutah, 


The Anglo-Palestine Bank was reincorporated in 1951 as the National 
Bank of Israel, and new banknotes issued in 1952, The Hebrew is Bank 
Leni Le-Israel, and the bank name in English and Arabic are 
transliterated from the Hebrew. The 500 mils were redenominated as 
500 pruta in both Hebrew and English, but brufah in Arabic since Arabic 
has no letter P (under the Ottomans, coins circulating in Arabic- 
speaking areas used the Turkish/Farsi letter P for para). The 
denomination is given as Israel pounds in English for the rest of the 
denominations, which is lira Yisraelit in the Hebrew singular and rot 
Yisraeliyot in the Hebrew plural. The Arabic is juniya Isralit on the one 
pound, juniyat Israeliyat on the five and ten pounds, and juniya Israeliya on 
the fifty pounds. 


Israel’s first major monetary reform took place in 1960. ‘The pruta had 
steadily lost value and the coins were too large for theit worth, so 10 
pruta now became 1 agora (plural agorvt). The 10, 50, 100, and 250 pruta 
coins were replaced with smaller 1, 5, 10, and 25 agorot, ‘The 1 agora kept 
the scalloped aluminum shape (though much smaller) of the 10 prutot, 
and the 10 agorof kept the palm tree design of the 100 prifa, In 1963, 
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coins replaced banknotes for the half and one Jira Israelit denominations, 
and the coins did indicate these were Israel pounds, not Egyptian, 
Syrian, or British pounds, Israel was now issuing high denomination 
commemorative coins which used the same denominations as the 
banknotes, though a few dropped the Israelit adjective. 


There was some confusion in the immediate aftermath of Israel’s second 
monetary reform, where 10 firat Israeliyot became 1 shekel. The agora was 
also replaced with the agora khadasha (new agora) at 10:1 ratio. The 5 
and 10 used the plural form agorat kbadashot. ‘The first shekel 
commemorative coin, the silver Hanukkah coin of 1980/5741, is the 
only coin to write the denomination with vowel markings. The 
banknotes used sheke/ for the one, fifty and hundred; but shekalim for the 
five and ten. The 1980 Jabotinsky commemoratives used shekel for the 
silver 25 and gold 500. 


In 1982, two more changes took place. First, all new coins and notes 
from 2 shekalim and up used the plural form, On banknotes, this began 
with the 500 she&alim and continued up to 10,000. Second, the 
denomination was now transliterated on circulating and commemorative 
coins, and banknotes. These all used sheke/ for the half and one, and 
shekalim for two on up in the Roman alphabet, and the new banknotes 
used sheial in Arabic. 


In 1985 the old sheke/ was replaced with the new. The coins reverted to 


the agora denomination, now spelled out in Hebrew and Roman lettets, 
agorat for the five and ten denominations. The half and one had shekel 


“4 Continued 


Continued 


khadash in Hebrew and the hybrid ew shekel in English, The banknotes 
all used the Arabic denomination sheykal jadid, When the five, ten, and 
two new shekalim tade coins were introduced in 1990, 1995, and 2008 
respectively, they not only included that denomination in English but 
also sheykal jadid in Arabic. Commemorative coins sometimes contained 
Arabic inscriptions but not for the denomination, which continue to 
appear in English and Hebrew only. 


The latest change started in 2015, Rather than use the hybrid Hebrew 
transliteration and English new shekel, commemorative coins started using 
the purely English new shekel (plural new shekels). ‘The latest set of 
banknotes, which carry dates from 2014 to 2017, also use new shekels, 
and the Arabic has been changed to sheykal jadid on the 20 and 50, and 
sheykl jadid on the 100 and 200. While the Bank of Istael issued trade 
coins dated up to 20017, these continued to use the old denominations. 


The first coin with the updated English and Arabic inscriptions is the 
new With Gratitude [to Healthcare Workers] 5 new shekels dated 5782, 
issued in late 2021 (which is pictured at the beginning of the article). The 
Arabic appears as shamakul jadidab. R3 


THE LATE RABBI CHAIM KANIEVSKY’S SIGNATURE 
ON A MEDALLION 


By Aaron and Chaya Sara Oppenheim 


Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky, renowned Torah scholar, passed away on 
Shushan Purim of 2022 at the age of 94. His funeral was the largest in 
Israel’s modern history with estimates that 850,000 mourners attended. 
Revered as the “Prince of Torah” for his mastery of the Bible, Talmud, 
Jewish Law, and its commentaries, people flocked to him for advice, 
guidance, and blessings. Rabbi Kanievsky also authored many books and 
wrote an extensive commentary on Maimonides, 


Rabbi Kanievsky was involved with charitable institutions to help relieve 
poverty and the advancement of education. 


This medal was given to large contributors to charity. The medallion has 
a lengthy inscription (in Hebrew only) of blessings for ‘children, life, and 
sustenance’ and is signed by six Rabbis, The most prominent signature 
belongs to Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky. The medal weighs 226 grams and 
measures 4 Y2 inches in diameter and appears to be silver plated. mu 


Blessing medal with Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky’s signature at the bottom-center. 
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ZELENSKY MEDAL TO HELP THE UKRAINIAN 
HOMELAND AND REFUGEES 


Digital image of Zelensky medal. 


100% of the profits from the sale of art medals honoring Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zclensky will be contributed to organizations 
helping Ukrainians in their homeland and as refugees. 


Jim Licaretz, designer of these impressive 3 1/2-inch diameter, very high 
relief medals is a former sculptor-engraver at the U.S. Mint, Licaretz was 
motivated to honor the heroic President of Ukraine, just as he 
commemorated other heroes in the past — such as civil rights leader 
John Lewis and World Wat II flying ace “Rosie” Rosenthal. The medals 
feature a bold portrait of Zelensky and his words “Our truth is that this 
is our land.” 


No more than 199 Zelensky art medals will be issued, cast in bonded 
bronze with a hand-applied antique finish. Each of these rare medals is 
accompanied by a stand so that it can be proudly exhibited in a home ot 
office. The cost is $150 plus $15 per order for shipping, with a limit of 3 
medals per order, To obtain this important medal and help the 
Ukrainian victims, send payment to Jewish-American Hall of Fame, 
5189 Jeffdale Ave., Woodland Hills, CA 91364, or call 818-225-1348, or 
pay with paypal using email address of directorjahf@yahoo.com. 
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Since Chester Krause began Numismatic News in 1952, it has been the top choice 
for hobby news and information for coin and paper money collectors from around 
the world. Since its founding, Krause and his publishing partners also launched 
World Coin News, Bank Note Reporter and Coins Magazine, each serving a 
different segment of the numismatic hobby. We are proud to still bring you these 
cornerstone publications so many decades later. 


Numismatic News, produced 32 times per year, is filled with auction reports, 
current events, upcoming auctions and hobby happenings, U.S. coin pricing, reader 
letters, history lessons and important information on fakes and forgeries. 


World Coin News is dedicated to bringing you the latest news about coins 
produced from around the globe. From extensive auction coverage and new issue 
reports, to history lessons from A to Z and coin news from around the world, it's 
all here. 12 monthly issues are packed from cover to cover. 


Bank Note Reporter is published 12 times per year. With news from the 
US. and around the world, it’s collector's preferred bank note publication. In 
addition to auction coverage, new discoveries, oddities and monthly collector 
showcases, a monthly U.S, price guide is included in each issue. 


Coins Magazine is collectors’ go-to source for updated monthly pricing in an 
easy-to-use format. The monthly pricing is accompanied by articles from regular 
contributors, including Mike Thorne, Ph.D., R.W. Julian and Mark Benvenuto. A 
reader favorite each month is the “Coin Finds” column, with reader stories of their 
best coin finds. 


Order your subscription(s) today at 
Wwww.numismaticnews.net/magazines. 


‘Mamimatic New, Mid Cin Ne, Bank Nee Reread Cans Mapecine ee publi by tive Inet Media 


“A BABY IS BORN” 
ADORABLE MEDAL FROM ISRAEL 


Delightful / oz. pure silver medal from Israel can have reverse custom 
engraved with birth details such as name, date of birth, weight, and time, 
And it comes in an attractive gift folder. 

For further information and ordering instructions, visit 
www.israelmint.com, 1 


